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Mesopotamia means “land between the                       .”

• The rivers of Mesopotamia are the                     and                                .

• It is part of the                                         – the region in which the world’s 

first great                                developed.

Mesopotamia
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The                          and                         Mountains protected Mesopotamia.

• Many peaks are over                         feet tall.

• Mountain rain and                           feed the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers.

Mountains

The Tigris and Euphrates made                                 possible.

The rivers cross an                          plain, which is a plain made of soil left behind 

by floodwaters.

This soil is very                 , allowing farmers to grow large food                             .

The Tigris and Euphrates
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Mesopotamia was one of the earliest sites of the Agricultural Revolution.

Around                                   , people in this region                                      plants 

and animals.

• Wheat and 

• , pigs, and sheep

The Agricultural Revolution2
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The first farming villages of Mesopotamia were settled in about                              .

People:

• lived in houses made of                    and                     .

• used                              systems to bring river water to fields.

• throughout the region on land and water.

Farming Villages

The                     civilization, Sumer, rose in about 4000 BCE.

• Sumerians developed a complex                                 and                       .

• Sumer was home to about a dozen                                  .

Sumer

5



© Edgenuity, Inc. 6

Sumerians formed many cities in                                     . Two of the greatest were 

Ur and Uruk.

Two Great Sumerian Cities: Ur and Uruk5
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used one of the world’s first                                            , 

cuneiform.

Cuneiform7

Ur Uruk

• Was a major center of

and art

• Often exercised                  

over Sumer

• Was ruled around 2500 BCE by 

Gilgamesh, subject of the                   

of Gilgamesh

• Was a city of great                         and

achievement

• Sumerians were the first Mesopotamians to use the                   and the

.

• Sumerians used a                        system based on                .

Mathematics and Technology
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Sumerians had a                          and highly                             religion.

• The religion was                              , meaning it involved the belief in 

many gods.

• Sumerian priests were important                         leaders.

Larger cities had                                – temples for worshipping and sacrificing to 

the gods.

Sumerian Religion7
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After about                                 , Babylon became the most important

Mesopotamian                   .

• Adopted many aspects of                               culture

• Became a great                        that ruled a large part of Mesopotamia

• Was celebrated for accomplishments in 

The Rise of Babylonia10

• Ruled the powerful empire of                                in Mesopotamia

• Is noted for his written                      of law

• Promoted                             and                             in his kingdom

King Hammurabi (ca. 1750 BCE)
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Hammurabi’s code of laws was                          on a large stone                              .

• To the right is an                        of Hammurabi receiving the law from

a                 .

• Hammurabi’s Code is the                        surviving example of a written 

code of                .
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Hammurabi’s Code (ca. 1772 BCE)

Hammurabi’s Code:

• made everyone subject to the                     laws.

• set rules for the                                  between husbands, wives, and 

children.

• established standards for fairness in                             .

The Purpose of the Code

• defined                             behavior.

• set                                  for those who                       the law.
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Mesopotamian Civilizations

ca. 1800–1500

Empire

ca. 3000 BCE

was used.

ca. 5000 BCE

began 

in Mesopotamia. 
ca. 1772 BCE

Code was developed. 

ca. 4000–1900 BCE

civilization

10,000 BCE 05000 BCE

ca. 10,000 BCE

Revolution
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Summary

Answer

How did the first civilizations develop in Mesopotamia?
Lesson 
Question

?

The Fertile Crescent

Mesopotamia was home to the first                                .

• Rich                       soil

Review: Mesopotamia
Slide
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Summary The Fertile Crescent
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Sumer was the first great civilization in Mesopotamia.

• Government of                                 , including Ur and Uruk

• Agriculture and 

•

• religion

Review: Sumer

Babylonia rose to prominence in about                                .

• It                                 a large part of Mesopotamia.

• One of its key figures was                                           , who was known 

for his                                .

Review: Babylonia
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Summary The Fertile Crescent

Use this space to write any questions or thoughts about this lesson.


