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Egyptian Social Classes

The Pharaoh

Egyptian society was organized like a                          . 

The pharaoh was a political and religious figure.

• This type of government is called a                               . 

• The pharaoh was the only one who could communicate with the                   

.                

• The pharaoh made all decisions, including those related to

, the                         , or the                                   .                          

Priests, nobles

Traders, artisans, shopkeepers, scribes

Farmers, herders
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Reading Hieroglyphics

Hieroglyphs are formed by                       one                         to another, just like in 

the English alphabet.

Scribes were among the most important members of Egyptian society.

• They inherited jobs from their                           . 

• They recorded the activities of the Egyptian                                  . 

• They kept documents that tell us about Egyptian                             and              

.

Hieroglyphics

are the written language of the ancient Egyptians.

• The system combines                                           with multiple meanings 

and grammar. 

• The pictures can also represent                        , like the letters of the 

English alphabet. 
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Analyzing a Primary Sources Document: Example

When was this document written?  

Who is the author? It was written by order of                                 .

The                                           helped historians figure out the meaning of 

hieroglyphics.

• It was discovered in the early                      .

• It displays the same story written in three                              .

Analyzing a Primary Sources Document4

Who is the What is the

was it 

written?

Who is the

• Point of view • Context • Purpose • Conclusion

? ? ?

Then the king he lashed each horse, 
And they quickened up their course, 
And he dashed into the middle of the hostile, Hittite host, 
All alone, none other with him, for he counted not the cost. 
Then he looked behind, and found 
That the foe were all around, 
Two thousand and five hundred of their chariots of war…

–Inscription on the temple at Karnak, 
ca. 1275 BCE
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8 Egyptian Mathematics

Ancient Egyptians understood and utilized complex mathematics, especially  

.

• Math allowed the Egyptians to create                                     on a 

grand scale. 

The Pyramids

Pyramids are massive [tombs     ] constructed throughout ancient Egyptian 

history, 

• They were designed to                       and carry a dead pharaoh into the 

.

• They stand on the west bank of the Nile.

• The pyramids were part of large complexes of tombs and                        . 

Ancient Egyptians also built                           , or four-sided columns, to honor their 

pharaohs. 

Obelisks

Egyptian Culture
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11 Egyptian Religion

Egyptians practiced a                                    religion.

• The pharaoh was seen as a    [god]      as well as a                 .

• , the god of the sun, was the most important.

• The goddess               represented the ideal mother and wife.

Egyptian Temples

An Egyptian temple was considered the                                      of a god or 

goddess.

• They were not places of                         .

• They could only be entered by people who supported religious rituals. 

People of             classes participated in elaborate death rituals. 

• Such texts as the Book of the                    and the                            Texts 

tell us about burial practices.

• Egyptians believed that the god Osiris would weigh one’s                      to 

determine entry into the afterlife.

• performed rituals and said prayers to prepare bodies for 

the afterlife.

• [Mu       was the practice of preserving the body for the 

afterlife.

Death and Religion

Egyptian Culture


